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SACRED PACES 
Taking Time to Create a Home| Home Series (Part 1) 

Text: Matthew 11:28-29; Luke 18:15-17 
 

Home Is Where the Heart Is 
 
Of all the words in the English language, few are as emotionally charged as the word, 
”Home.” What does it kick up for YOU. For most of us, the very mention of that word 
evokes a flood of warm experiences or at least glowing ideals. Somebody speaks of 
going home and I picture family dinners and the dog by the fire, the smile of my 
parents or the laughter of Amy and our boys. Even those of us with more complex or 
difficult sentiments attached to our families of origin or our present homes still have 
some sense of what a HOME should be, don’t we?   
 
 An article in Psychology Today defines HOME as  a source of security and direction – 
“the place where you feel in control and properly oriented in space and time.” 1 How 
many of us have sighed at the end of an exhausting day, “It’s OK, I’m home now.” How 
many others of us have found ourselves lost or confused for a period of time, and then 
remembered there is a place or a people to which I can go. And, like the prodigal son in 
the parable Jesus tells, we turn our hearts toward “home.”  
 
The poet, Robert Frost, once wrote, humorously: "Home is the place that, when you 
have to go there, they have to take you in!" The truth, of course, is that they don’t 
HAVE to take you in, but often they do. In that sense, home is  a gracious refuge: For 
lots of people, home involves a physical house and a traditional nuclear family. But it 
doesn’t have to. When Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz famously recites,“There is no 
place like home,”  it is to  a circle of loving nurture made up of Auntie Em, Uncle Henry, 
and some affable farmhands that she longs to return.  
 
When I lived in Northern Ireland and then California in my twenties, home was the 
circle of friends who took me in and provided all of that when I was otherwise so 
dislocated. Though we are so very different and come from such divergent families, 
Amy and I have built a home together that I love to return to each day. I have found 
an experience of home in a variety of small groups with which I’ve met regularly. Within 
this community of faith, I’ve found a spiritual home. I’ve slowly learned that Home is 
more than a genetic or physical address. Home is where the heart is at rest.  
WHERE or WHO is home for you? 
 

Jesus’ Home 
 
Jesus had a variety of HOUSES as he grew up. As an infant, he lived in a barn in 
Bethlehem. As a child, he likely slept in a tent village in Egypt, where he and his parents 
were refugees. During his teenage and young adult years, Jesus lived in a house in the 
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village of Nazareth. By his early thirties, however, Jesus had given up a fixed physical 
residence altogether. He says: Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son 
of Man has no place to lay his head. (Mat 8:20) But that didn’t mean that Jesus 
didn’t have or profoundly value a HOME. 
 
On the night on which he was betrayed, Jesus was remarkably calm. The Cross was 
looming before him, but Jesus drew on a crucial experience to give him the clarity and 
courage needed to face it. John’s Gospel puts it this way: Jesus knew that the 
Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God. (John 13:3) In other words, Jesus knew where his 
ultimate HOME was – within the embrace of the Trinity.  
 
This eternal HOME was an unimpeachable source of identity and direction for Jesus, a 
place of gracious refuge to which he would return, a circle of loving nurture that was a 
continual encouragement to him as he lived out his life. Re-read the Gospels and note 
how often Jesus speaks fondly of the Father and the Spirit and how much direction and 
strength he draws from his experience of them, whether near or apart. The Trinity and 
the mansions of heaven were Christ’s Home – the place where his heart was at rest. 
Not surprisingly, one of his last statements to his disciples was: I am going [back] 
there to prepare a place for YOU. (John 14:2). D.L. Moody used to say that if God 
revealed to us anything more than he has about heaven, we would be so HOMESICK to 
go there that we couldn’t attend to our everyday duties!2 
 
Jesus wanted EVERYONE to have a HOME like that. Following his resurrection, Jesus 
would say to his followers: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me; go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into 
[the circle] of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and teaching them to observe 
all that I have instructed you in. (Mat 28:18-20) In other words: Go out and 
invite everyone HOME, teaching them our family’s ways.  
 

Jesus’ Methodology 
 
What I want to underline today is that Jesus didn’t just talk about the concept of 
“Home”;  Jesus took the TIME to create a HOME for others. Throughout the Gospels, 
we see him gathering people for meals and prayer, for instruction, correction, and 
encouragement. We see Jesus taking people on trips and plunging them into 
experiences of servanthood, and then inviting them into reflection on the meaning of 
them. We see Jesus stopping to connect deeply with people along the roadside, asking 
questions and searching out needs. We see him sitting for long periods of time with 
people, telling stories or engaging people in discussion about God’s design for their lives 
and God’s call to use their gifts for the sake of others.  
 
These were not incidental or accidental, but very intentional behaviors. They are the 
kind of behaviors that transform a mere house, office, church, or coffee shop into a 
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HOME where people grow and flourish. Think about it. Jesus never married or had his 
own biological family. Yet he created a zone of identity and direction, a place of 
gracious refuge, a circle of loving nurture wherever he went. An amazingly diverse 
range of people flocked to Christ as if drawn by their True North. To be with Jesus was 
to be where your heart could be at rest. He said it would be like that: Anyone who 
loves me will [put my teaching into practice]. My Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our HOME with them (John 14:23). 
 
I say all of this to lay out a biblical foundation for the immensely important discussion 
we’re launching through this series. I’ll be blunt. We’ve got a lot of houses, offices, 
coffee shops, and religious buildings across the landscape, but too few HOMES. We’ve 
got more social media than ever, but also a record level of loneliness, research says. 
We have unprecedented affluence, but too little influence on one another. Many 
marriages and families are highly active but not particularly connected. Circles of people 
who could be HOME for one another are more locked into their screens than into one 
another’s hearts. We’re doing a weak job of passing the Christian faith from one 
generation to the next, because we don’t invest enough TIME doing the kinds of things 
Jesus did with people – and previous generations did with the younger ones they 
wanted to influence spiritually.  
 
If this feels challenging to you and me, that’s good. In this series, we’re trying to 
challenge ourselves to think about all the kinds of people we know who may need a 
much deeper experience of true HOME than they are getting. You and I are passing 
them by in almost every context of our life. Think of what a kindness it would be if you 
could somehow help a few of them experience more of the blessings that come with a 
genuine experience of HOME. 
 

Kids Especially Matter to Jesus 
 
But let me narrow our focus a little further today. One of the most strategic target 
groups for offering this kind of blessing -- simply because it has such a gigantic impact 
on their future and our future -- is KIDS. Of all the people Jesus wanted to see 
experiencing the sense of HOME he brings, none figured more highly than CHILDREN. 
Christ’s emphasis on this was striking. Luke’s Gospel describes a time when People 
were bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on them – presumably 
to bless them. Take note of that little fact: Back in the first century, there were people 
who considered it very desirable for Jesus to have his hands on their kids, and they 
went to great lengths to make sure that happened.  
 
When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. (Luke 18:15). Why did the 
disciples do this? Because important people in the first century A.D., and especially 
important religious figures wanted kids kept in their place. Kids were noisy, flailing, 
undisciplined, sticky-fingered creatures and the common thought was that you should 
keep them away from holy people until they learned to get their act together. Close 
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contact with kids was thought to make a Rabbi “ritually unclean,” and the disciples 
wanted to spare Jesus that. 
 
But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these.” (Luke 18:16). Christ was saying, in effect, if there’s anyone who I want to 
experience a sense of belonging in the Kingdom of God and to learn the ways of their 
spiritual HOME, it is children.  
 
I think of the boy who attended the baptism of his baby brother in church and then 
sobbed in the car all the way home. His father asked him three times what was wrong. 
Finally, the boy replied, "That pastor said he wanted us brought up in a Christian home; 
but I want to stay with YOU guys!"  I say that in love, but is there anything about the 
way we are or are not influencing the not-yet-fully-Christ-following people around us 
that needs adjustment? Jesus is saying, in effect: Whatever you are doing that is 
hindering children from getting close to Me, I want you to stop that. Whatever in your 
schedule or your priority list or your desire to be just like everybody else is hindering 
kids from coming to me, stop that. Refocus your energy and time, for the Kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these.  
 
And, then, Jesus goes one step further: Truly I tell you, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it. (Luke 18:17). 
In other words, one of the major reasons why creating a genuine HOME is important is 
because it is there that adults will also learn from children, if they pay attention. I think 
of the little girl who was being comforted by her dad, as they sat out on the curb after 
a terrible fire tore through her neighborhood. “I’m so sorry we lost our home,” he said. 
“Oh no,” said the little girl. “We didn’t lose our home; We just lost the house we put it 
in.” Out of the mouths of babes.  
 
There is a truth that grandparents, and Sunday School teachers, and youthworkers, and 
some very attentive aunts or uncles understand but some of us in the middle of the 
chaos of parenting life sometimes miss: Little children and teenagers are often portals 
into the wise and beautiful Kingdom of God. I wish I could go back and pay better 
attention to my own. 
 
But, as I remind myself, it’s not too late. You and I still have opportunity for profound 
learning and great influence – if not upon the kids of our families, then certainly upon 
the sons and daughters (at whatever age) of other people.   There is not a person you 
will meet this week who is not yearning to find their way HOME, and you and I can help 
shape that kind of circle for them or find it in deeper measure for ourselves. That’s the 
quest we’ll continue on together, when we gather next week. 
 
Let’s pray together… 
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Lord God, you who are our ultimate HOME, lead us to the SACRED PACES, PLACES, and 
FACES by which your good work in and through our lives goes forward. In this week 
ahead, especially help us to examine our paces.  Show us where we need to slow down 
or step back so that we can make a more intentional investment of time in the kinds of 
behaviors Jesus displayed with the people with whom He did life. Inspire us with the 
reality that there may be nothing more impactful that we can do with our lives than to a 
HOME-maker – in the office, in our neighborhoods, in our houses and our churches, 
wherever we go. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
 
“HOME” IS… 

 A source of security 
and direction 

 A gracious refuge 

 A circle of loving  
nurture 

 Where the heart is  
at rest 

 
 
How Jesus took TIME to create a HOME for others  
 

 Gathering people for meals  

 Praying with them 
 Instructing and correcting 
 Encouraging and celebrating them 
 Taking them on trips/journeys  
 Plunging them into experiences of servanthood 

 Inviting them to reflect on meaning 
 Asking questions and searching out needs 
 Sitting for long periods of time with them 
 Telling stories 
 Engaging them in discussion about God’s design 

 Inviting them to use their gifts for others 
 
 

1 Frank T. McAndrew, “Home is Where the Heart Is,” Psychology Today.com, August 3, 2015. 
2 James Lawson, Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians, p.33. 

                                                 


